
A Comparative Study of Loan words in Russian and Myanmar 

Win Pa Pa Aung1∗ 

Abstract  

 

            Loan Words in Russian and Myanmar are studied in this 
paper. The aim of the study is to understand the usage of loan 
words and the field they are used in Russian and Myanmar and the 
connection of loan words between different languages. English 
loan words which are used in Russian and Myanmar the field of 
loan words, substitution loan words and abbreviations and 
comparatively studied in this paper. It is found out that loan words 
from technology are used more mainly internet, laptop, online, etc. 
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Introduction 

           In Russian Language , English loan words are mostly used among Greece, Latin, 

English , French, and German loan words. 

           In some words , original English pronunciation  is directly exchanged the 

pronunciation of Russian and they are directly sound exchanged loan words. When they are 

started to use , they were just borrowed and when they are widely used , they became loan 

words.  

          Myanmar Language exposes with other language and some words from that language 

came into Myanmar as new words. Besides, Myanmar had been colony of England and using 

English words is more developed. Because English is the worldwide language of developed 

technology age.  
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Aim 

The aim of the study is to known the usage and field of English loan words in Russian and 

Myanmar to know the connection between the languages and loan words . 

Data collection and Research Methodology 

          In doing this research, the data is collected from the research on loan words written by 

scholars, language dictionaries , information from internet website.  These loan words are 

studied with historical linguistics, descriptive linguistics and comparative linguistics 

strategies.  

Research questions 

1. Why do English Words are used as loan words ? 

2. How many loan words are used in Russian and Myanmar ? 

3. What happen to the role of mother tongue in Russian and Myanmar as loan words are 

used? 

1. Definition of Loan words. 

          According to Linguistics terminology, when words from other Language entered into a 

language, it is called loan words. 

          Some words from every language which are used directly or modified in mother tongue 

are called loan words.   

          Intercommunication between each country , languages are used directly or indirectly 

and borrow the words.  In Russian , copying words are mostly from English directly. Besides 

, words from Latin and Greece are based to communicate internationally. In Myanmar , 



exchanged sound loan words are studied and so exchanging sound is creating the 

approximate pronunciation in a language.  

 

2. Field of Loan words. 

          In this paper English loan words from various fields which are widely used in Russian 

and Myanmar are described.  

2.1 Loan words of Technology  

          As technologies are developed and technological terms are borrowed directly and 

developed and they become loan words. Mostly used words are presented.  

 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 Google Гуглить *l*Jvf. 

2 internet интернет tifwmeuf 

3 laptop лэптоп vufawmhyf 

4 laser printer лазер принтер avqmy&ifwm 

5 link линк vifhcf 

6 online онлайн tGefvdkif; 

7 save сейф aqhAf 

8 scanner сканер puifem 

 

 

 



 

2.2. Loan words from Sports 

           International famous sports became loan words.  

Serial  English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 aikido айкидо tdkufuD'dk 

2 baseball бейсбол abhpfabm 

3 cricket крикет c&pfuwf 

4 skateboard скейтборд pudwfbkwf 

5 tennis теннис wif;epf 

6 golf гольф a*ghzf 

7 yoga йога a,m* 

 

2.3. Loan words from social  

          Art, food  and accessories became loan words connected with everyday life style .  

2.3.1. Loan words in Art  

         Though every country has own culture, modern art is exchanged and culture is 

exchanged as well and they are used as loan words.  

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 Brake-dance Брейк-данс b&dwf'efU 

2 DJ Ди-джей 'Da*s 

3 Country Контри uef;x&D; 



 

2.3.2.  Loan words in food  

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 coca-cola кока-кола udkumudkvm 

2 hot-dog хот-дог a[mha'gh 

3 Pepsi пепсы yufpD 

4 soup суп pGwf(yf) 

5 chocolate шоколад acsmuvuf 

 

2.3.3.  Loan words in Utensils 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 body spray боди спрей abmf'Dpya&; 

2 make-up мейк-ап rdwfuyf 

3 toner тонер wdkem 

4 Hip-hop хип-хоп [pfa[mh 

5 Rap Рэп &ufyf 

6 doctor доктор a'gufwm 

7 vitamin витамин ADwmrif 

8 aspirin аспирин tufpy&if 

9 penicillin пенициллин ye,fpvif 



4 shampoo шампунь ½Srfyl 

5 spray спрей pya&; 

 

2.3.4.  Loan Words in Building  

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 motel мотель rdkw,f 

2 center центр pifwm 

3 condominium кондоминиум uGef'dkrDeD,rf 

  

3.1.  Loan Words in Academic field  

          Nowadays, developing education systems and experience are shared and worldwide 

language, English , words became as loan words.  

 

3.1.1 Loan words in University 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 collage колледж aumvdyf 

2 lecture лекция vufcsm 

3 committee комитет aumfr½Sif 

4 revision ревизия &DAD;½Sif; 

5 diploma диплом 'Dyvdkrm 

 

 



3.1.2. Loan Words in Subject 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 biology биология ZD0aA' 

2 economics экономика pD;yGg;a&;ynm 

3 geology география blrdaA' 

4 history история ordkif; 

5 mathematics математика ocFsm 

 

3.1.3. Professional Loan Words 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 biologist биолог ZD0ynm½Sif 

2 economist экономик pD;yGg;a&;ynm½Sif 

3 engineer инженер tif*sifeD,m 

4 professor профессор ygarmu© 

5 rector ректор ygarmu©csKyf 

 

4.1. Loan Words in Economics 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 captain капитан uyÜwdef 

2 company компания ukrÜPD 

3 producer продюсер y½kd*sLqm 

4 interview интервью tifwmAsK; 

5 passenger пассажир ygpif*sm 

 

 



5.1. Loan Words in Politics 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 colony колония udkvdkeD 

2 commission комиссия aumfr½Sif 

3 committee комитет aumfrwD 

4 democracy демократия ‘'Drdkua&pD 

5 party партия ygwD 

 

6.1. Loan Words in Health 

Serial  English word  Russian word Myanmar word 

1 doctor доктор a'gufwm 

2 vitamin витамин ADwmrif 

3 aspirin аспирин tufpy&if 

4 penicillin пенициллин ye,fpvif 

5 bacteria бактерия bufwD;&D;,m; 

 

7.1. Acronyms / Abbreviations 

                   In exchanging pronunciation of abbreviations in English, the sound of 

abbreviations is exchanged originally and spelt these words and pronounced them as well. 

Some abbreviations are expressed.  

Serial English word Myanmar word 

1 Assistant Engineer A.E (attD;) 

2 Assistant lecture A.L (att,fvf) 

3 Associate Professor A.P (atyD) 



4 International business center I.B.C (tdkifbDpD) 

5 Information Technology I.T (tdkifwD) 

 

8.1 Abbreviations  

Though such abbreviations are not found in Russian, the names of International organizations 

are found. 

 

 

9.1.  Substitutional Loan Words 

 

             English word “ism” is substituted as “изм” in Russian. 

Serial English word Russian word Myanmar word 

1 terrorism терроризм tMurf;zuf0g' 

2 dogmatism догматизм w&m;ao0g' 

3 liberalism либерализм EdkifiHa&;oabmw&m;0g' 

 

 

 

Serial  English word  Russian word Myanmar word 

1 NASA ( National Aeronautic 
Space Administration ) 

НАСА emqm 

2 NATO ( North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization ) 

НАТО aewdk; 

3 UNICEF ЮНИСЕФ ,leDquf 

4 UNESCO ЮНЕСКО ,leufpudk 



10.1. Loan Verbs in Russian and Myanmar. 

            In Russian, English verbs are adopted more. But in Myanmar, English verbs are 

adopted only in technology field. They are click, enter, delete, exit, save, print, control, 

install, select, copy, restart, run, replace, burn, etc. English verbs are followed by Myanmar 

verbs which can be found according to compound verbs. 

 

Serial  English verb Myanmar verb Compound verb 

1. click acguf ? ESdyf click acguf ? ESdyf 
2. enter acguf ? ESdyf enter acguf ? ESdyf 
3. delete vkyf delete vkyf 
4. exit vkyf exit vkyf 
5. save vkyf save vkyf 
6. print xkwf print xkwf 

 

 

Discussion 

             The situations that English loan words used in Myanmar and Russian are different. 

Although they are used according to the situation of politics, social dealing and economics in 

Russian, in Myanmar , Myanmar had been colony of English and English arrived as loan 

words. 

            Directly adopted words are mostly found in both Myanmar and Russian. Especially, 

modern useful things and electronic devices are used with English loan words. 



           It can be assumed that there may be uncertain and confused. In adopting English 

words , Myanmar create to be appropriate with articulators. Therefore, new exchanged sound 

loan words are improved and it becomes a cause of language development.  

          It is found out that a word which changed from borrow to adopt requires two matters. 

They are the requirement is much and cannot be translated exactly for new things and new 

social affairs. Based on these matters, it is studied that loan words becomes based on these 

matters. 

 

Conclusion 

             In this paper, fields of loan words, substituted loan words and abbreviations which 

entered in Russian and Myanmar are comparatively studied. 

            A word from other language cannot be used as loan words by exchanging sound and 

adopting. If the word is widely used, it can be as loan words. By adopting  English words, 

new terms will be thrived and easy to understand and influential in using mother tongue. 
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